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Early man was a hunter-gatherer. It means 

that he moved from place to place in search of 

food. He depended on nature for all his needs. 

Early man was also a nomad. He travelled great 

and fruits.

WHY DID EARLY MAN MOVE FREQUENTLY?

There were many reasons for his moving 

from place to place.

 If he stayed at one place for a long time all 

 Animals move from place to place in search of 

had to follow their movements.

of different fruits and other plant products.

survive. All rivers are not perennial. People 

to go in search of water during the dry 

seasons. 

It was not easy for early man to hunt. He 

they hunted.

of the season when he could gather a particular 

Earl

the Stone Age.

THE STONE AGE

The Stone Age is divided into three periods :

 Palaeolithic Period

 Mesolithic Period

 Neolithic Period

Palaeolithic Period : The Palaeolithic period 

BC.

Mesolithic Period : The Mesolithic period lasted 

BC BC.

Neolithic Period : 

BC BC.

0
20

00

40
00

60
00

P
alaeolithic

P
eriod

M
esolithic

P
eriod

N
eolithic

P
eriod

40
00

60
00

80
00

10
,0

002 million
years ago

BC AD

Timeline

THE PALAEOLITHIC PERIOD 

The Palaeolithic period or the ‘Old Stone 

food. He moved from place to place in search of 
food and wild animals. He ate whatever he could 

2
The Earliest People
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wanderer he moved in search of food from place 
to place. He had no home. At night he slept on 
trees or hid in caves.

The Palaeolithic Per

Lower Palaeolithic Period

was very cold. This period was also called the ‘Ice 
Age’ or ‘Pleistocene Period’. Hand axes were the 

Middle Palaeolithic Period

The tools used during the Middle Palaeolithic 

Upper Palaeolithic Period

Use of  Tools

purposes. 

 They were used as weapons for hunting wild 
animals.

 They were used for shaping or cutting materials.

 They were used for digging the ground for 

 They provided a sense of security and 

Techniques of  Tool Making :

 Stone on Stone

the core with the hammer stone in order to 
get the required shape.
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Did you know?

parts of the earth:

and Asia.

MESOLITHIC PERIOD

Mesolithic Period or the Middle Stone Age 

the Palaeolithic Period and the Neolithic Period. 

as microliths.

The people living during the Mesolithic 

the ground and seeing them grow. They realised 

sufficient quantity. They made attempts to 

NEOLITHIC PERIOD

BC
BC. The Neolithic 

the adoption of agriculture. They moved to 
larger settlements and realised the importance 

They used them as means of transport and for 
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UNDERSTANDING STONE AGE SITES

etc. The Stone Age sites of early man include : 

factory sites.

gatherers for a short period of time. Such 

lightning.

 Factory sites were places where early man 
found stones for manufacture of stone tools.

where food gatherers lived together for a 
longer period of time.

DISCOVERY OF FIRE

The most important discovery of early man 

 Fire changed his life completely.

 Fire gave them light.

caves of Andhra Pradesh.

ROCK PAINTINGS

Palaeolithic to the neolithic periods. The scenes 

mainly in red and white with occasional use of 
green and yellow.

of Bundi. But the largest and the most spectacular 

in Madhya Pradesh.

The paintings were done primarily with a 

Historians suggest that prehistoric man must 

needles of porcupines for different styles and 
texture.
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T h e  p a i n t i n g s  d e p i c t 

and children seem to show a sort 
of family life. Some paintings 
even show scenes of people 
gathering fruit or honey from 
trees and of women grinding 
and preparing food. One of 

one on top of the other. The 

connected with some sort of 
ritual in the hope that it would 
lead to a successful hunt.

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
It seems the early people 

worshipped various forces of 

animals. They were afraid of 

also worshipped their ancestors 

and spells. 

Case Study – 1

Hunsgi Valley
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Case Study – 2

Palaeolithic Cave at Lascaux

Points to Remember

Glossary
MESOLITHIC

NEOLITHIC 

NOMAD

PALAEOLITHIC

SITES
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